
 
 

 

FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN 

Introduction 

This Quick Bite encourages students to identify the parts of the food 
supply chain and begin to demonstrate an understanding of the 
connections between the parts of the food supply chain and how they 
form a system.  

Learning Intention 
This resource will enable students to: 

• review the journey food products travel from production to 
consumption. 

• explain the basic stages of the food system. 
 

Materials and equipment 

• Food supply chain parts Image Cards – 1 per Group of 3-4 
students  

• Internet access 

 
 

FOCUS AREA  
Food & Drink Source 
KEY MESSAGES 
• Political, economic and societal 

complexities influence healthy 
food production, supply and 
demand in Australia and around 
the globe. 

LEARNING AREA 
• Technologies – 

Food and fibre 
production 

• Humanities and 
Social Sciences 

YEAR 
6,7,8 or 9 

TYPE 
Group discussion, group activity 

Teacher background notes 
 
Provided here is an example of a basic food supply chain, 
which can be used to guide students through this activity.  
Further reading:  

• How to Teach the Food System – Teacher 
Information Sheet  
Use this as a guide to teach the food supply system 
to students. 

•  Refresh.ED Food System – Teacher Resource  
Use this as an example of a food system diagram to 
show the class at the end of the lesson and in future 
lessons. 

https://www.refreshedschools.health.wa.gov.au/professional-%20learning/professional-knowledge/teacher-information-sheets/
https://www.refreshedschools.health.wa.gov.au/wp-%20content/uploads/2019/09/Refresh.ED-Food-System.pdf


 

 
Refresh.ED is produced at Edith Cowan University with 

funding from the Department of Health 

 

To complete this activity 

1. Explain to students that they are going to explore the parts of the food production chain. 
2. Describe that each group is to be given a set of images and they are going to be asked to group the images 

into ‘like’ groups. 
3. Distribute a copy of the Food supply chain parts image cards to each group. 
4. Explain to students that they are to work as a group and discuss what each of the images might represent. 

Ask: Can any of the images be grouped together to make a part of the food supply chain? 
You might like to guide students by telling them they should be able to identify 6 parts of the ‘chain’. 

5. Once students have grouped the images. Ask students to create a title/name for each group and record it 
on a piece of paper or make a label to put with each group of images. 

6. Facilitate a classroom discussion for students to share the way they organised the parts and what they 
called them. Record the results on the board and use the most common responses to form a class copy. 

E.g. Primary Production, Processing, Distribution, Access, Consumption, Waste 
7. Encourage students to discuss each section of the food production chain and share ideas of what they 

already know about each part/component and list any additional information on the board. 
E.g. Primary Production can include Agriculture, Aquiculture, Aquaculture, Animal 
husbandry, Horticulture, Growing, Harvesting/catching/mustering 

8. Now that the individual parts of the food supply chain have been identified, facilitate a conversation 
about the connections between each of these parts. 

9. Ask students to place the cards (in their groups/categories) into some sort of order that might 
demonstrate the relationships/connections between each of the parts. Explain that this would form a 
system. 
A system being – “a set of things working together as parts of a mechanism or an interconnecting 
network; a complex whole.” 
There is no correct or incorrect way of doing this task. Students are to discuss their ideas with their group 
members and see if they can make a pictorial food system that explains the links between each part. 

10. If time permits, have each group present their ‘system’ and ask them to give feedback as to why they chose 
the order they did. 
Optional: give students a large piece of paper to glue their system on to. You might like to use these as a 
display on the classroom wall. 

11. Finish the activity with an explanation that Food Systems are complex, interconnecting networks. 
12. Display the Refresh.ED Food System as one example of an infographic demonstrating the food 

system. 
 

Additional Refresh.ED resources linked to this topic 
• Year 9 Sustainable Food Systems Learning Unit.  
• Farm to Fork ECU Game 

 

 

https://www.refreshedschools.health.wa.gov.au/k-10-curriculum-materials/
https://www.ecu.edu.au/schools/education/research-activity/innovation-in-policy-and-practice/related-content/lists/projects/farm-to-fork-video-game-to-help-adolescents-understand-bare-supermarket-shelves
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